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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Leal (US 4,514,723). 

Regarding claim 1, Leal discloses a fuse box (see figure 5), comprising: a main 
body (see figure 5); a plurality of fuses (61,62) mounted on the main body (see figure 5); 
and a plurality of light emitting diodes (61a, 62a) each mounted on the main body 
and each electrically connected with a respective one of the fuses (column 3 lines 44- 
48). 

Regarding claim 2, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein each of 
the light emitting diodes (61a, 62a) has a relatively high resistance. 

Regarding claim 3, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), .wherein each of 
the light emitting diodes (61a, 62a) is electrically connected with a respective one of the 
fuses (61 , 62) in a parallel manner (column 3 lines 44-48). 

Regarding claim 4, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein the main 
body (see figure 5) is provided with a plurality of receiving seats (see figure 5), and each 
of the fuses (61,62) is received in a respective one of the receiving seats (see figure 5). 
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Regarding claim 5, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein each of 
the fuses (61,62) has two conducting blades (12,13), and each of the light emitting 
diodes (see figure 5) is electrically connected with the two conducting blades of a 
respective one of the fuses (column 3 lines 44-48). 

Regarding claim 6, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein each of 
the light emitting diodes (61a, 62a) has a resistance much greater than that each of the 
fuse. 

Regarding claim 7, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein the 
electric current from a power supply passes through each of the fuses (61, 62) at the 
normal state without passing through the respective light emitting diode (61a, 62a), and 
after one of the fuses (61a, 62a) is fused to form a disconnection state, the electric 
current from the power supply is forced to pass through the respective light emitting 
diode (61a, 62a), so that the respective light emitting diode will light to produce an 
indication effect (column 1 line 12-18). 

Regarding claim 8, Leal disclose the fuse box (see figure 5), further comprising a 
top cover (see figure 5a) mounted on a top of the main body and formed with an 
elongated window aligning with the light emitting diodes (see figure 5a). 

Regarding claim 13, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein each of 
the light emitting diodes (61a, 62a) is connected with a resistor having a relatively high 
resistance. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leal (US 4,514,723) in view of Liner (US 5,708,554) 

Regarding claim 9, Leal discloses the claimed invention except for the fuse box 
further comprising an indication lamp mounted on the main body and electrically 
connected with each of the fuses in a serial manner, so that the indication lamp can light 
when either one of the fuses is worn out. Liner teaches a box (30) having an indication 
lamp (28) mounted on the main body and electrically connected with outlet (28) in a 
serial manner (see figure 2), so that the indication lamp (28) can light when either one of 
the outlets worn out (see figure 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide to Leal with an indicator lamp 
mounted on the main body and electrically connected with each of the fuses in a serial 
manner, so that the indication lamp can light when either one of the fuses is worn out as 
taught by Liner to provide means that will indicate the user that one of the fuses are 
worn out. 

Regarding claim 10, Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), wherein the 
indication lamp (28 of Liner) is a light emitting diode (see figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the modified Leal discloses the claimed invention except for 
the indication lamp (28 of Liner) has a color different from that of each of the light 
emitting diodes (61a, 62a). It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
make the indicator lamp with a color different from that of each of the light emitting 
diodes, since applicant has not disclosed that solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with the 
color of Leal. 

Regarding claim 12, the modified Leal discloses the fuse box (see figure 5), 
further comprising a top cover (12) mounted on a top of the main body and formed with 
an indication window aligning with the indication lamp (see figure 1 ). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Becker et al (US 7,148,698), Munn (US 5,413,501), Hatton (US 
5,739,737) and Ewing et al (US 7,116,550) disclose a fuse box with indicator means. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 



you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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